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became a British protectorate. Purandar's rule proved
a failure, and he was deposed in 1838, when his territory
passed under British rule.

THE COINS.

Though King Suklenmung, in instituting a coinage,
was only copying his more civilized neighbours in India,
the only trace of Indian influence was in the standard
which he adopted. The shape, the language, script, and
the era in which he dated the issue of these coins, were
all characteristically Assamese. The standard adopted
appears to have been that of a rupee of about 176 grains,
apparently founded on the tanka of the Sultans of Delhi.
The octagonal shape peculiar to the coins of Assam is
said to have been chosen in accordance with a passage in
the Joginl Tantra, which describes Kamarupa as being
eight-sided (Gait, History, p 97).

The language and script of the earliest coins of
Suklenmung, struck in 1544 A D,, were Ahom. Pratapa
Simha (1603-48) and Oakradhvaja Simha (1663-70 A.D.),
the next two kings of whom coins are known, used the San-
skrit language written in the Bengali character, and dated
their coins in the Saka era, said to have been introduced
into Assam by Suklenmung. Udayaditya (1670-73 A.D.)
reverted to the earlier type for his coins, and his example
was followed by Suhung (1675 A.D.) and Gadadhara Sim-
ha (1681-96 A.D.). Coins of Eudra Simha (1696-1714 A.D.)
and of Siva Simha are still fairly common, but they
appear to have struck no Ahom coins. The regular coins
of Pramatta Simha (1744-51 A.D.) and of Eajesvara Simha
(1751-69 A.D.) have Sanskrit legends, but a few coins are
known of these kings with Ahom legends It is probable